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MEPDRANDUH FOR: uirector of Central Intelligence 


VIA: Deputy Director for Administration 

tg varector of Training and Education 
OUBIECT: Michel Thomis Method of Language Learning 
REPERUNCE + Letter to DCI from Wesley Ww. Posvar, dated 


& January 1981 


i. Last spring the Language School of the Office of Training anu 
Education became aware of the Michel Thomas Method of Lanyuage Lear ag 
through publicity presented at professional conferences. In :iey 139.0, 
hi. Thowas was invited to the Language School to explain and discus; 
ais teaching methods. The consensus of the instructors aad prefess:oial 
linguists frou the Language School who interviewed him is in sharp cou- 
trast with Chancellor Posvar's impression of the Thomas teachin, 
technique. 


2. The Language oclwol was skeptical about Mr. Taosas' succes. 
rate and assed hin for a list of students in the Washington area wi: 
nad been trained by ais metuod. With his permission, oral proficie ic; 
tests were administered to eight French, Spanish and German trained 
persons. Nowe dewoustrated proficiencies approaching his claims. 
hy. Charles &. Morin, referred to in Chancellor Posvar's letter, was aa 
enthusiastic proponent of the method but a reluctant conversaticual_st. 


3. The Language school also contacted the Defense Language 
Institute (DLI) in Monterey and was advised that Mr. Thomas had con wucted 
a two-week demonstration prograz for them. uLI's response to the metuod 
was quite negative. ho further negotiations were conducted by ULI vdth 
Mx, Thomas, 


4, im tne basis of a serious and specific examination by the 
Language School of Mr. Tuomas' method and claims, we informed di: i. a 
jetter dated 26 Novowber 1980 that we had ao further interest i: pu- 
suing a joint effort in language training. 
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SUBJECT: Michel Thomas Method of Language Learnin,: 


5. We feel coxtideat, on the oasis of professional judgsent an. 
practical inguiry, tliat the Michel fnomes betiind does not serve ta. 
danguage learain: needs of cur school. 
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